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Launch of eGovernment Ambassadors Alliance
In conjuction with the eGovernment Days of the Slovenian Presidency of the European Council, a special initiative will be launched on February 12th in Bled, Slovenia. 
The eGovernment Ambassadors Alliance draws on the evidence of the eGovernet and R4eGov EC research projects, and other initiatives, to create a network linking the results of European research with the needs of national public authorities. A special focus is placed on those Ministries, such as Foreign Ministries, tasked with the security and wellbeing of their citizens living or travelling in other countries. Increased mobility across borders within and beyond the EU is creating opportunities and challenges affecting citizens in areas such as consular and diplomatic protection, health, identity, work, services and study. This pace of  European change in lifestyles, technology, and personal choice needs to be matched by support systems in terms of security, trust, and efficiency. 

These everyday challenges need to be met and mastered, which is why the results and implications of underpinning research must be translated into decision-ready information which can be used in a practical way by Europe’s public servants. Equally, the Services Directive of the EC will be implemented at the end of 2009, and it is crucial that the drive for interoperable eGovernment and other services by that time is based on evidence of good practice, shared information, and new ways of working.

The eGovernment Ambassadors Alliance is an Alliance for Action. It complements the theme of Alliance with Users adopted for the High-Level Conference on eGovernment held on February 11th in Brdo, Slovenia. It also creates the basis for a future Alliance for eGovernment Learning and Leadership spanning the Slovenian, French and Czech Presidencies, culminating in the next eGovernment Ministerial Conference in late 2009 in the Swedish Presidency. It also informs new projects engaging Scandinavian eGovernment projects, and the Expressions of Interest in future eGovernment Research also outlined at Bled. In these innovative ways of pathfinding work, a practical set of  peer-group bridges between research, practice and foresight will sustain better understanding of and confidence in these changes to citizens, business, and government across the largest economic area in the world in the years ahead. 

For further details, please contact :

Madeleine Siösteen-Thiel

Andrew Robinson

Coordinator eGOVERNET 

R4eGov team

Madeleine.siosteen-thiel@vinnova.se
frenchconsul2@frenchbusinesscouncil.co.uk
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